[Technique investigation of endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection by liposuction].
To study the technique of endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection by liposuction. Endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection (E-ALND) after liposuction (group A) were performed on 45 patients with breast cancer from Dec. 2004 to Oct. 2005. It was compared with traditional ALND (group B). The average operation time of E-ALND was 108 min (60 - 190 min), it was longer than that in group B (P < 0.05). The total blood loss in group A was 152.82 ml (80 - 220 ml), it was less than that in group B significantly (P < 0.01). In group A, the mean lymph nodes harvested by endoscopy were 18 (8 - 34), the total postoperative lymph flow was 140.38 ml (60 - 180 ml), the duration of drainage was 6.91 d (6 - 15 d). The postoperation complication included axillary seromas 7 cases, epidermic blister 5 cases, operation area phlegmon 2 cases were found in group A. There was no significant difference between two groups in the total postoperative lymph flow, the duration of drainage and the number of dissected lymph nodes and postoperation complication. The incision of chest wall was smaller in group A, and patients by this surgery were satisfied with the cosmetic results. Endoscopic axillary lymph node dissection by liposuction could match the traditional lymphadenectomy. The technique should be further standardized.